[Action of T-activin on human natural killer activity in vitro].
The activity of natural killers (NK) from human peripheral blood was determined by 3H-uridine test using target cells K-562. T-activin effect on the activity of human NK in vitro depended on two parameters: the preparation dose and effector/target cells ratio. The inhibitory effect of T-activin was observed with high doses and increased E/T ratio, while the activating effect was noted with low doses and reduced E/T ratio. This can be attributed to the heterogeneity of NK population, different functional role of high and low doses of thymic factors and the development of NK as T-cell precursors.